John B. Fenn, Sr.
Endowed Scholarship
John Bennett Fenn received the 2002 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry for development of electrospray Ionization
(ESI), an important technique used in mass
spectrometry.
John gave the Plenary Address at the 2004 SVC
TechCon. This, coupled with the interests of his son
John B. Fenn, Jr., a long time participant in the SVC,
led him to create this scholarship. Committed to
education and to solving problems of a practical and
useful nature, he felt the SVC was a good venue for
finding students with the same inclination.

Frank and Jane Warchol
Scholarship Fund
•

•

Frank Warchol developed an interest in chemistry, combined with
metallurgy, electro chemistry, paint, plastics, and vacuum
technology at General Motors. Frank and family (Richard and Jerry)
founded Vacumet Finishing in June 1959. Vacumet evolved
through the years to Masco Tech Coatings in 1989, followed by
Innovative Coatings in 1998. In the 1999/2000-time period Jane
and Frank formed VacuCoat Technologies, Inc. The family is still
supporting the Society of Vacuum Coaters today as they did on Day
1 in 1957.
Frank has said - “Jane & I want to give back to the society - and the
vacuum coating industry that it serves - some of that which it has
given to us over the past 50 years. We are proud to be associated
with the SVC - it has come so far over the years. We want to
support the education of young people coming into this industry.
We were impressed by the goals of the Foundation that were
described in the 2006 summer issue of the SVC Bulletin.”

Helen and Rolf Illsley
Scholarship Fund
•

Rolf Illsley was co-founder of Optical Coating
Laboratory, Inc., (OCLI) in 1948, was President &
Chairman of the Board of OCLI until his
retirement in 1991. Helen joined OCLI in 1963, as
Rolf’s assistant, and remained with the company
until 1989 when Helen and Rolf married. OCLI
was purchased by JDS Uniphase in 2000.

•

The Helen and Rolf Illsley fund is a reflection of
Rolf’s commitment to helping the vacuum
coating industry continue to grow. Rolf and Helen
live in San Rafael, CA, and enjoy flying both as a
hobby and as a business.

J.A. Woollam Company
Endowed Scholarship
•

•

John A. Woollam is a Distinguished Professor at the University
of Nebraska in Physics and Electrical Engineering. His research
has focused on the study of thin films which led to his
involvement in spectroscopic ellipsometry (SE). In 1987, he
founded the J.A. Woollam Company to develop and enhance
the state-of-the-art in SE instruments.
His dedication to science education involves funding and
involvement in programs for middle-school through postdoctoral education levels. He strongly supports the SVC
Foundation’s goal of encouraging students to continue
advanced science education and get the excellent opportunity
to present their work at the Techcon.

AIMCAL – Platinum Supporter
• AIMCAL has actively
supported the
Bernard Henry Fund
through donations,
5K fund raisers, and
other venues.

The Bernard Henry

AIMCAL and SVC Scholarship Fund
•

AIMCAL and the Society of Vacuum Coaters, with the
participation of many donors, have established The
Bernard Henry AIMCAL and SVC Scholarship Fund in
honor of the late Bernard Henry.

•

Bernard Henry made major contributions to science
with his work on flexible gas barrier materials. From
2000, Bernard began work on polymer solar cells where
he focused interest on transparent conducting materials
like TiO2 and ZnO. Bernard also maintained a very active
interest in the thin film barrier field and in 2006 became
project manager for the production-scale web coater
facility in the Oxford Materials Department.

Michael Hansen Memorial
Michael Hansen was a past president of the SVC
who passed away several years ago. He was
important to Jim Seeser in several ways, not only
for his good nature and positive attitude, but also
for introducing him to many aspects of the vacuum
coating business and particularly, in 1977, to the
SVC and its benefits. Michael became active in
the SVC, being president 1990-1992. A donation
to the Foundation in Michael’s name was the
perfect way for to remember him and to remind
others of his contributions.
We remember him fondly.

